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Organ Trafficking
Levy Izhak Rosenbaum alias matchmaker, had a business about a decade ago that was not a romance. Rather, the authorities argue that Rosenbaum brokered or negotiated the buying of black-market kidneys. The business constituted the purchasing of body organs from susceptible individuals from Israel at an estimated cost of over $9,000 and merchandising them to dire patients in the US for an exaggerated cost of $150,000. The over a decade long alleged scheme was exposed recently by an agent aligned to the FBI. The news rocked the entire transplant industry more so the US. If found guilty, the charges would be recorded as the first ever organ trafficking case in the history of the United States of America. These were the statements given by transplant professionals. The definition question for this case would be, why are organ sales illegal? According to Frindt et al. (2016), donors of eggs, semen, and blood and those people who volunteer to be used in medical trials are usually compensated. Why not use the same policy to organs? 
The demand for kidneys quadruples the supply, with approximately 4, 000 citizens dying in America while on the waiting list for kidney transplant. These statistics have led to the flourishing of the black market for kidneys globally (Adhikari, 2016). According to the US authorities Rosenbaum has been under tracking and monitoring for 10 years, and they noticed that contacts that were related to Rosenbaum in Israel referred to him as “the top man” from the US. The authorities further alluded that from their findings, it was clear that Rosenbaum carries a gun and when a prospective organ seller gets cold feet, the broker will apply his finger to trigger firing a gun at the head of the seller. Moreover, the US health facilities where the illegal business used to take place were identified, and one was Mount Sinai Hospital in New York. 
The law dictates that all donors are advised that it is a serious offense to accept gifts or money to be an organ donor. Levin et al. (2015) posit that the pre-transplant assessment may fail to detect skillful and premeditated trials to defraud and subvert the assessment process. My determination, in this case, is that Rosenbaum was a broker as well as a criminal. The criteria upon which this argument is justified is derived from the authority’s findings that Rosenbaum was always armed with a gun which he used to instill fear to the prospective organ sellers and sometimes went to the extreme of blowing up the sellers’ heads. From this explanation, it becomes undeniably true that the broker was a criminal who was capable of killing as many sellers as he could access from Israel.  The fact that the broker was apprehended in a sweeping federal case that started as an intensive investigation concerning laundering of money, fake designer bags and trafficking in kidneys. The case culminated into a politically corrupt investigation which mushroomed into arresting of 46 Americans, among them were three mayors from New Jersey, five rabbis and different dignitaries from the authority. However, the politicians and rabbis were exempted from the organ trafficking accusations. All these allegations conclude that indeed the broker of the kidneys was a criminal as he went against the law. 
Further investigations about Rosenbaum, the kidney broker, indicated that he lived a deceitful life whereby he cheated his neighbors in Orthodox Jewish community found in Borough Park area of Brooklyn that he dealt in building and construction investments. Although, the criminal was not a surgeon by profession, in his dealings with kidney transplant he seemed to know much about kidney donations. This data was discovered from his recorded conversations where he explained vividly the procedure of transplant as well as the techniques to apply in fooling the hospital to fall into the trap and believe that the donor was giving his or her kidney solely for a friend or a loved one who was in dire need of the organ. One of his recordings disclosed that the kidney broking business involved spreading of money liberally across various persons to visa preparers, Israel doctors and those individuals who took good care of the organ sellers in the United States. Rosenbaum was also overheard stating that the main reason the kidney transplant is expensive is that it involves paying out a lump sum of money to various stakeholders each time before the business is ripe. Worse enough the broker was recorded bragging how he had never encountered a failure in his thriving business and how he had indulged in the industry for some years. 
At a particular investigation with an undercover sting, Rosenbaum said that his business was a success because he had an associate who was employed by an insurance firm in Brooklyn who was responsible for taking blood samples of the patients in need of kidneys, store them using dry ice and transport them to Israel. In Israel, the blood samples would be verified to ascertain that they were compatible with prospective donors. From these arguments, I can posit that this case meets the argument criterion as it is evident from the global instances that ruthless and secretive kidney traffickers control the black-market for kidney trade on the desperation of the sick and the poor. 
Another case that can be used to demonstrate the match of these case to my criteria is that of Philippines where during the 2008 Istanbul summit a photo was disseminated showing Filipino men lined up. The lined-up men were displaying their sacred scars, the kidney wounds, long enough to be compared to slice across their convex torsos. The photo was keenly scrutinized, and all the qualified surgeons present at the summit concluded that indeed the world is experiencing the most defining period of human trafficking for new kidneys. Various pieces of literature review argue that it is now too late. Citing that kidney merchandise is no longer an exotic act. Nowadays, it is not strange to indulge in business. It is routine, entrenched and happens every day. Kidney broker is a tragic turn of events; however, it is triggered by the demand for the organs (Hul et al., 2015). 
Organ trafficking was first debuted as a seriously contested add-on to the United Nations Palermo protocol in 2000, on discussion pertaining human smuggling, which states that even individuals who participate in illicit kidney projects are regarded as victims. Efrat (2016) argue that the truth is that many of the victims are compelled by poverty while others are subjected to severe threats or force. Some brokers even cough some significant amount of money so that they can be trafficked. Kidney trafficking is a concealed business which makes it difficult to know the exact statistics of people who get trafficked solely for their kidneys. However, a conservative approximation found through research conducted by Organs Watch indicated that at least over 12,000 kidneys are trafficked yearly. Human trafficking is a small issue that can easily be contained through the use of political will to do so. 
Professionals who are associated and certified to act as transplant surgeons are afraid to name and shame their workmates who indulge in the kidney broker business. Consequentially, the act creates a wall that hides and safeguards human traffickers. The fact that kidney trafficking concerns trafficking of living donors is implying that it is all about traffic in life-saving fresh kidneys not traffic in guns and drugs, therefore, is extreme reluctance even from the legal system to take the necessary measures. The justice system cannot identify the magnitude of collateral damage it inflicts on bodies that are vulnerable to the act (Staal et al., 2015). 
Another case that matches my criteria is that of some brokers in Moldova who applied underhand tactics which had already been perfected into recruiting naïve women of Moldova into sex work. The brokers claimed that they would offer an opportunity for the Moldovan women, unemployed youths and sole breadwinners who were in dire debts to work abroad and raise cash for the upkeep of their loved ones. Young men who were mostly unemployed agreed and followed the brokers. Upon arrival, the youths were kept in locked houses, their passports confiscated and were made to depend on brokers for everything. A few weeks later, the brokers broke the news to the youths that there was no other job other than the selling of their kidneys at a fee. The youths who refused were subjected to torture and numerous threats of murder. According to Ambagtsheer et al. (2015), most brokers appear as altruistic intermediaries who promise the recipients and donors a better life and use it as a trap for their kidneys. In the black-market today, the most prevalent scenario is that of vulnerable civilians who get easily convinced and recruited to take part in the business. The prior pressures are extreme, and the coercion is concealed. 
In conclusion, kidney broking business is a criminal act, and it should be treated as such. The reason is that it risks the life of desperate individuals who are deceived to get a better life only to be turned into prey for their kidneys. The kidney trafficking business itself is criminalized because it is covert, and kidney hunters do their dirty work by recruiting extended family relatives and their immediate neighbors who are desperate for money. Through these consensual transactions, manipulating, controlling behavior and fraud many have lost their precious lives.  
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